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Introduction

The Local Authority has a statutory duty to ensure that sufficient places are available for 
every child of school age, to promote diversity, parental choice and high educational 
standards; to ensure fair access to educational opportunity; and to help fulfill every child's 
educational potential.

A change in Government legislation introduced in 2011 allows new providers of school 
places to establish state-funded free schools. This sits outside of the Local Authority’s 
school planning process and as such any established ‘new schools’ are deemed to be free 
schools. There are also a growing number of schools that have converted to become 
academies, which are also independent of Local Authority control. 

This means that whilst the statutory duty for providing sufficient school places sits with the 
Local Authority, school places are no longer solely provided by the Local Authority and as 
such Local Authorities are required to work alongside other providers.

Predicting school demand is a complex process and involves a range of different and often 
conflicting factors such as parental preference, migration and in year movement. Demand for 
school places changes over time, as such whilst projections and forecasts may be generated 
from robust data, there will be fluctuations in actual demand.

Although there has been no statutory requirement to publish a School Organisation Plan 
since 2004, it is considered good practice to produce a plan related to pupil place planning. 

This School Organisation plan is an updated version of the existing pupil place planning 
strategy (2012-2018) and brings together information from a range of sources, including 
pupil forecast data, forecast methodology, school capacity and new housing developments.
The plan also outlines changes in recent legislation. 

This plan is a live document and therefore does not set out all the actions the Local Authority 
intend to take going forward, but provides an overview of the current projected need and 
demand. As detailed further in the plan, the Local Authority will work closely with all schools 
and trusts in the development of future schemes. As with the former strategy, it is the 
intention to update pupil forecasts annually and the full Plan every five years, or in line with 
any change in legislation.
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1. School Organisation Context

Salford is a city which over the last number of years has experienced rapid growth. This 
growth is a result of a rise in birth rate, along with an increase in migration and has had a 
significant impact on school planning. 

Salford also a large Orthodox Jewish population and over the last few years we have begun 
to see significant growth and demand for places across this sector. The majority of this 
demand appears to be across the independent Jewish faith sector. This brings challenges 
around forecasting and planning for demand going forward. 

The Local Authority began to experience unprecedented demand for primary school places 
in late 2010. All areas of the city were affected and the Local Authority responded to this 
need with a school expansion programme. This has resulted in the creation an additional 
5000 primary school places.

To date, whilst we have seen a small increase in secondary demand this has not been at the 
rate experienced at primary level. However, as the growth we have seen at primary begins to 
feed into secondary there will be the need to create additional secondary school places.

As of September 2019, Salford as:

 74 primary mainstream schools providing primary education for pupils aged 4-
11years and a number of schools that offer places for younger children (2 year old 
funding)

 1 specialist primary school providing specialist provision for pupils aged 2 to 11 
years with severe and profound multiple learning difficulties;

 15 secondary mainstream schools providing secondary education for pupils aged 
11-16 years, including one school (UTC opened 2015) providing for the 14-19 age 
range.

 3 specialist secondary schools providing specialist provision for pupils ranging from 
9 years to 18 years.

 4 Pupil Referral Units one of which is a Pupil Health Unit for children.
 18 citywide specialist enhanced resource provisions located across primary and 

secondary mainstream schools. 

As of September 2019, 5 of primary provision, 10 of secondary provision and 3 of special 
school provision are academies. The academy conversion is also underway for one further 
primary and one secondary school.

In June 2019, the Department for Education (DfE) announced that the Secretary of State had 
agreed that the application to propose a secondary free school in Salford should proceed to 
the next stage of the process (pre-opening stage). Details around the opening date, size and 
preferred location of the new free school is yet to be determined. Although the site will be 
located to support the forecasted secondary growth predicted across Swinton, Little Hulton 
and Walkden areas of the city.

The Local Authority has also been successful in Wave 13 SEND school bidding round. The 
new SEND free school will cater for a mix of Autism spectrum disorder (ASD) and Social 
Emotional Mental Health (SEMH) and will cater for 50 Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4 pupils 
when full. The opening date and location of the school is yet to be finalised. 



4

2. Current Policies and Legislation

Set out below is a summary of key national legislation and local policies affecting school 
organisation.  

Local Authorities have statutory duties to:

 Ensure sufficient school places (Education Act 1996 Section14).
 Increase opportunities for parental choice (Section 2 of the Education and 

Inspections Act 2006, which inserts sub-section 3A into S14 of the Education Act 
1996).

 Comply with any preference expressed by parents provided compliance with the 
preference would not prejudice the provision of efficient education or the efficient use 
of resources (School Standards and Framework Act 1998 Section 86).

 Ensure fair access to educational opportunity (Section 1 of the Education and 
Inspections Act 2006 inserts sub-section 1(b) into S13 of the Education Act 1996.

Paragraph 92 of the National Planning Policy Framework  - February 2019 update (NPPF) 
states that the Government attaches great importance to ensuring that a sufficient choice of 
school places is available to meet the needs of existing and new communities, and that local 
planning authorities should take a proactive, positive and collaborative approach to meeting 
this requirement, giving great weight to the need to expand or alter schools to meet the 
needs of communities, including where this is as a result of housing development.

3. Policy on Unfilled School Places

Not all unfilled school places can be considered "surplus". The Audit Commission advises 
that some margin of spare school capacity is necessary to provide flexibility for unexpected 
influxes of children and expressions of parental preference.

The 2013 National Audit Office report Capital Funding for New School Places
confirms that the Department for Education (DfE) considers it "reasonable for authorities to 
aim for between 5 and 10 per cent surplus to allow them some opportunity to respond to 
parental choice" (para 1.17) and that 5% is "the bare minimum needed for authorities to 
meet their statutory duty with operational flexibility, while enabling parents to have some 
choice of schools" (para 1.16).

The Local Authority aims where possible to work within this set target, however for sensible 
planning purposes, across some areas of the city where higher levels of movement and 
transition is experienced, this figure could be higher (between 8%-12%).  This is to maintain 
and manage school places, meet parental preference, plan for future growth and also 
prevent pupils having to travel long distances for schooling. Salford’s Local Policy for travel 
distance (other than by choice) is within a 2 mile radius for primary and a 3 mile radius for 
secondary.

In addition, as the demand for school places changes over time, and in cases where 
demand decreases there may be a need to provide fewer places. This can be achieved in a 
number of ways:

 By removing temporary accommodation; 
 Mothballing part of a school - particularly if demand for places might increase in 

future years;
 And/or finding alternative compatible users or uses for some of the accommodation. 
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This will need to managed carefully, in line with legislation and factoring in other local issues 
and future forecasts.

4. Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND)

The Children and Families Act 2014, along with associated statutory guidance 
(SEND Code of Practice 2015) and other legislation, sets out duties towards 
children and young people with special educational needs or disabilities. In addition, 
schools and local authorities have a duty to provide reasonable adjustments for 
disabled pupils, in line with the Equality Act 2010. 

The vision in Salford’s SEND Strategy 2019/21 is that every child and young person 
aged 0-25 will achieve their full potential and are:

 As healthy and safe as possible
 Achieve the best education outcomes they can
 Well equipped for adult life as they can be
 Having a sense of belonging and value
 Given opportunities to achieve their highest aspirations

5. School Organisation Decision Making

Making changes to local authority maintained (non-academy) schools

School Organisation (Prescribed Alterations to Maintained Schools) (England) Regulations 
2013 and (Establishment and Discontinuance of Schools) Regulations 2013 set out the way 
in which decisions are made about proposals to open, close or enlarge local authority 
maintained (i.e. non-academy) schools, or make other significant changes such as altering 
the age range. The DfE released updated Guidance: Making Prescribed Alterations to 
Maintained Schools and Opening and Closing Local Authority Maintained Schools (October 
2018). The purpose of this guidance is stated as:

 To ensure that additional good quality school places can be provided quickly where 
they are needed - it is expected that, where possible, additional new places will only 
be provided at schools that have an overall Ofsted rating of 'good' or 'outstanding'.

 That local authorities and governing bodies do not take decisions that will have a 
negative impact on other schools in the area;

 Changes can be implemented quickly and effectively where there is a strong case 
for doing so.

In respect of permanent expansions, legislation requires full consultation to take place, 
particularly with parents, staff and governors. A statutory consultation and decision-making 
process must be followed to make the following "prescribed alterations", whether they are 
proposed by the local authority or by the school governing body:

 Proposed permanent enlargement of the premises of the school, where this is both 
by more than 30 pupils and by at least 25% or 200 pupils (whichever is the lesser). 
For SEN schools these thresholds are 10% or 20 pupils, whichever is the lesser.

 Expansion onto a satellite site; closure of a satellite site, where the satellite is more 
than 1 mile from the main site; or transfer to a new site, where this is more than

         two miles from the current site.
 Decrease in the number of pupils in SEN schools (in mainstream schools, 
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reductions in Published Admission Numbers are consulted on in accordance with 
the School Admissions Code).

 Establish/remove/alter SEN provision within a mainstream school.
 Change of types of need catered for by a special school.
 Change of age range.
 Change of category.
 Single sex school becoming co-educational, or vice versa.
 Change of boarding provision.

For proposals to create school sixth forms:

 These are only expected to be allowed for schools which are rated as 'good' 
or 'outstanding' by Ofsted, and where there is a genuine need for more sixth 
form places.

 The proposed sixth-form should provide places for a minimum of 200 
students and either directly or through partnership, offer a minimum of 15 
A level subjects.

 Financial viability should be demonstrated through evidence of financial 
resilience should student numbers fall and that the proposal will not impact 
negatively on 11-16 education or cross subsidisation of funding.

There are requirements to notify the DfE or Regional Schools Commissioner (RSC) 
of proposals considered potentially controversial:

 Increase in a school's capacity by 50% or more.
 Increase in a school's pupil numbers to over 2,000.
 Expanding a school onto a satellite site or transferring to a new site.
 Change of category - governing bodies are strongly encouraged to convert 

to academy status instead of to a foundation.
 Extend the age range to create an all-through school - it is the 

department's expectation that in most cases, it would not be appropriate 
for a primary school to extend its age range to provide secondary 
provision.

The statutory process was streamlined by the 2013 Regulations:

1. Publication of proposals.

2. Formal consultation - 4 weeks.

3. Decision by Cabinet (acting as decision maker for school organisation) - within 2 
months of the end of the consultation period, or the decision defaults to Schools 
Adjudicator. In limited circumstances, there will be the right of appeal to the School 
Adjudicator.

4. Implementation: there is no maximum limit on the time between the publication of a 
proposal and its proposed date of implementation. However, proposers will be 
expected to show good reason (for example an authority-wide re-organisation) if 
they propose a timescale longer than three years.
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Expansion at a mainstream school that does not require a physical enlargement to the 
premises of the school does not require this statutory process. An increase in pupil numbers 
may be achieved solely by increasing the admission number in line with the School 
Admissions Code.

Local authorities have the power to close all categories of maintained schools. The 
governing body of a voluntary, foundation, or foundation special school may also publish 
proposals to close its own school. Decisions related to school closures are taken by the local 
authority following a statutory process to allow those directly affected by the proposals to 
feed in their comments. 

Due to the sensitivity of school closures, the statutory process for closing a school includes 
an extended period of consultation before a formal proposal is published.

The Secretary of State may direct a local authority to close a maintained school requiring 
special measures (under section 68 of EIA 2006). This will usually be done only where there 
is no prospect of the school making sufficient improvements and where there is a sufficient 
supply of alternative school places in the area. Prior to making the direction, the Secretary of 
State must consult with the local authority, the governing body, and - in the case of a 
voluntary or foundation school - the diocese or other appointing authority. Such a direction 
will not require the publication of a statutory proposal for the school's closure.

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_da
ta/file/756572/Maintained_schools_prescribed_alterations_guidance.pdf 

Making Changes to Academies

The guidance on "Making significant changes to an open academy and closure by mutual 
agreement" was published in October 2018. Much of the guidance mirrors the non-academy 
guidance, and it has the same stated purpose as the guidance for non-academy schools, 
including the expectation that only academies that are rated as 'good' or 'outstanding' will 
seek to expand.

Significant changes need to be approved by the Regional Schools Commissioner (RSC) and 
may require a full business case, or in some cases can follow a fast track be undertaken for 
at least four weeks with all those who could be affected, and should include public and 
stakeholder meetings.

The "fast track" route only applies to academies rated as 'good' or 'outstanding' in
Their last inspection by Ofsted. Fast track can apply to:

 Any increase in the capacity of an academy (with the exception of satellite 
expansions and changes to UTCs and studio schools); 

 An age range change (of up to two years) e.g. to extend existing nursery 
provision to two year-olds (with the exception of age-range changes to UTCs 
and studio schools, adding or removing a sixth form and any cases of a 
contentious nature);

 Adding boarding provision. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/756572/Maintained_schools_prescribed_alterations_guidance.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/756572/Maintained_schools_prescribed_alterations_guidance.pdf
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When assessing a fast track application, the RSC will consider the impact that the 
proposed change will have on the quality and capacity of the academy. Proposers must 
provide evidence that: 

 Fair and open consultation has taken place, including demonstrating that any 
consultation relating to admission changes has been undertaken, the number 
and percentage of people/bodies in favour of the change and against it have 
been considered, and if there are any objections, how the issues raised will be 
(or have been) managed; 

 Funding, to cover the capital costs of the proposed change has been secured, 
and that there are no issues with the school’s current budget and/or finances. In 
the case of expansions, academies must show they have sufficient funding for 
additional pupils, until lagged funding is received; 

 The change is aligned with local pupil place plans, with supporting evidence 
from the local authority and it is unlikely to have a negative impact on 
educational standards at the academy or at other local schools or colleges; 

 Appropriate planning permissions and other consents required have been 
secured; and  

The department may need to request additional information to that requested above, 
depending on the complexity of the proposed change and may also request that a full 
business case is submitted.

For full business case proposals, the RSC will make a decision based on consideration 
of all relevant factors and any evidence provided by the academy trust(s). These include: 

 Educational track record and current performance of the academy; 

 The details of the change, including the rationale and impact on the school, any 
potential issues/risks relating to the proposals (e.g. changes to leadership and 
governance, any foreseen adaptations, additions, refurbishments or land 
transfers needed), and evidence of demand; 

 When the change is to be implemented, and how (e.g. will it be done in 
stages?);

 Evidence that the LA has been engaged to find places for displaced pupils 
including proposed arrangements for any pupils part way through their GCSE or 
post 16 studies where a change in age range or amalgamation will displace 
them; 

 Local context including supply of school places data, LA wider position data and 
the impact on the availability of places, the effect on other schools, academies, 
colleges and educational institutions within the LA; 

 Evidence of fair and open local consultation, including an overview of the 
responses to the consultation; 
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 Evidence of the degree of LA support and what the academy has done in 
response to any consultation responses from it; 

 Financial health of the academy and funding arrangements for the proposed 
change, any indicative costings and an indication of how these might be met, 
including how the change will be sustained in terms of capacity and value for 
money; 

 A request for a variation of the admission arrangements, where changes are 
necessary to implement an approved change. The request should flag whether 
it is proposed that a PAN will be reduced, or a relevant age group for admission 
will be removed; 

 Information on the consultation on the proposed change including any 
admissions consultation, including the number and percentage of 
persons/bodies in favour of the change and against it, and if there are any 
objections, how the issues raised will be (or have been) managed; 

 When an academy is proposing changes to its SEN provision, the business 
case must demonstrate that the proposed change will not have a detrimental 
impact on local SEN provision or pupils with SEN currently in the school; 

 Details of financial and governance arrangements and if appropriate, 
confirmation that planning permission has been secured; 

 Where a school is designated as having a religious character, consent of the 
trustees of the school, and in the case of Church schools the diocese or 
relevant diocesan board; and any implications for other statutory 
requirements e.g. under TUPE, childcare (early years), equalities and health 
and safety legislation. 

The RSC will consider the proposal and either approve or reject it. The RSC may also 
defer the approval pending further evidence. Where proposals are particularly 
controversial and could attract adverse public or press attention; the RSC may choose to 
escalate such proposals to the Secretary of State for a decision. 

The department will notify the academy trust of the RSC’s decision. The responsibility for 
amending academy trust documentation and registering the change on GIAS lies with 
the academy trust. GIAS can be updated any time after the decision date but must be 
done prior to implementation.

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment
_data/file/751304/Making_significant_changes_and_closure_academy.pdf 

Academy Property Transactions – Buying, Exchanging or Leasing Land/Building

Whilst the above guidance outlines the processes relating to making changes for both 
Academies and non-Academies, another factor that Academies need to bear in mind for 
future expansion is the acquiring of additional land.

In terms of physical land as an Academy the school is controlled by the Secretary of State 
and the Academies division. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/751304/Making_significant_changes_and_closure_academy.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/751304/Making_significant_changes_and_closure_academy.pdf
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Therefore the Academy ‘must seek and obtain explicit and prior approval from the Secretary 
of State before buying, exchanging or leasing land or a building’. So they would need to 
formerly apply to the Secretary of State (SOS) acquire any additional land.  They would need 
to demonstrate that the SOS has formerly approved as per the process and given 
permission to take on additional assets or liabilities, before the LA can look at the formal 
process of a lease (see the link below): 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/academy-property-transactions-advice-and-
forms/pin-2-and-form-2-buying-exchanging-or-leasing-land-or-a-building 

New Schools

The Education Act 2011 amended the Education and Inspections Act 2006 to change the 
arrangements for establishing new schools. Most new schools will now be established as 
academies, and since May 2016, all new academies are classified as free schools with 
effect. New academies can be established through two routes, both of which have resulted 
in new schools;

 The free school presumption process requires local authorities to seek proposals to 
establish a free school where they have clearly identified the need for a new school 
in their area. These are often referred to as "presumption" schools or LA-led 
proposals. The local authority runs a competitive process to invite potential 
academy sponsors to run the new school.

 Proposers can also apply directly to the DfE to establish a free school, through time-
limited application waves. These are often referred to as "wave" schools or "central 
route" proposals. This route may be subject to specific criteria: for mainstream 
schools.

Under the presumption route the local authority is responsible for providing the site for the 
new school and meeting the associated capital and pre-/post-opening costs; for wave schools, 
these are the responsibility of the DfE.

The decision on all new free school proposals lies with the Secretary of State. Following a 
presumption process, the local authority recommends its preferred proposer to the Secretary 
of State, who will take this into account when choosing an academy sponsor, along with any 
additional factors of which the DfE is aware. The Secretary of State's decision is delegated 
to the Regional Schools Commissioner (RSC) for the area in which the school will be 
located.

Prior to running a presumption process, where local authorities have identified a need for 
new places and are considering ways to address this, they can liaise with groups that are, or 
are thinking about, applying for a free school via the wave route as part of their review of 
how best to meet that need. Where a free school (proposed via the wave route) might meet 
the identified need, the local authority can: postpone a competition; hold a competition in 
parallel to any application for a central free school; or deem that the proposed free school 
would meet the identified need and decide not to run a presumption.

There are a few limited circumstances in which the establishment of a new non- academy 
(maintained) school can be proposed:

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/academy-property-transactions-advice-and-forms/pin-2-and-form-2-buying-exchanging-or-leasing-land-or-a-building
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/academy-property-transactions-advice-and-forms/pin-2-and-form-2-buying-exchanging-or-leasing-land-or-a-building
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 A new voluntary aided school where there is a deficit of corresponding faith places;

 A new community or foundation primary school that is to replace a maintained infant 
and a maintained junior school;

 A new school resulting from the re-organisation of existing faith schools in an area, 
including an existing faith school losing or changing its religious designation; or

A new foundation or community school, where suitable academy/Free School proposals 
have not been identified and a competition has been held but did not identify a suitable 
provider.

6. Current Demand 

Primary 

Similar to the national picture, Salford has experienced a reduction in birth rate over the last 
few years (children born in 2013, 2014 and 2015). This is reflected in the level of primary 
surplus that is currently being carried. That said, birth data for those pupils born in 2016 
(Reception intake 2021) is showing an increase before dropping again at the levels 
experienced in the 3 academic years prior to 2016. 

Based on the current primary forecast data and taking into consideration the capacity already 
in the system at present there are no plans to undertake any further large scale primary 
expansions. However due to the predicted growth for 2021 intake, it may be necessary to 
create some level of additional capacity across a number of planning areas. Initially this would 
be in the form of bulge classes. Some planning areas are also carrying more surplus capacity 
than others and as such these areas may be required to support adjoining planning areas. 
This will be dependent on distance and whether a reasonable alternative school place can be 
offered.

Secondary 

Whilst we have seen a small increase in demand for secondary places this has not been at 
the level experienced in previous years across the primary sector. For both September 2018 
and 2019 academic years it has been necessary to create additional Yr7 places with the use 
of bulge classes. This has enabled the local authority to meet the needs of pupils within their 
local communities and also ensure that a suitable level of surplus is being carried. 

Section 10 of this plan details the projected pupil forecasts for both primary and secondary 
across individual school planning areas.

It should be noted that pupil forecast data excludes any further growth and demand that 
could felt from migration and new housing. The level of inward migration and movement 
being experienced could cause further pressure for a number of primary and secondary 
planning areas.  Large scale housing developments are also planned in various locations 
across the city which could in the future exacerbate the problem. Details of pupil yield that 
could arise from new housing is detailed in the table below (Housing Growth). 
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Specialist Education

Forecasting for special educational provision is more complicated than for mainstream 
schools. It is important that we know that all children and young people with SEND are 
attending the right provision at the right time and which is of good quality. 

More than 7000 children and young people in Salford receive SEND support. Salford has the 
highest incidence of SEND in Greater Manchester and the 6th highest in England. There has 
been a significant rise in the number of Education Health and Care Plans (EHCPs) issued in 
Salford over recent years with 3.9% of 0-25 year olds having a Plan compared to 2.8% 
nationally. 64% of EHCPs were delivered in mainstream schools in 2018 (40% in England).  
36% of EHCPs are delivered in Salford specialist provision whilst 7% are still delivered in 
independent special school (3.9% nationally).

Salford commissions a range of provision for those children and young people with 
the most complex needs and which is of the highest quality. A strong offer of 
enhanced resourced provision in mainstream schools meets a range of needs and 
which is an integral feature of a well-defined continuum of provision.  The SEND 
Capital Fund has been utilised to increase the sufficiency of this offer by adding an 
additional 8 place provision for children with autism, 16 place provision for children 
with social emotional and health needs and added significant capacity to the early 
years offer at special school. Salford has been successful in securing approval for a 
new special free school comprising 50 places for children and young people aged 
11-16 with autism and social emotional/mental health needs.  

With over 90% high needs funding supporting provision and significant budget 
pressures, planning for growth is a complex blend of enhancing the existing estate 
whilst reducing the reliance on out of city placements. SEND capital funding will be 
used to further grow the range and sufficiency of enhanced resource and specialist 
provision following consultation with parent groups and partners. Effective and 
transparent use of resources is a key feature of the vision for SEND provision and 
outcomes in Salford.

All pupils attending a special school or specialist resource base in Salford will have a 
statement of SEND, an Education, Health and Care Plan, or be undergoing an assessment 
of their special educational needs. The decision about admission to a special school or 
resource base is based on clearly defined indicators. Each child is considered carefully 
according to their needs by a panel of experienced professionals. Parental views are taken 
into consideration.

Housing Growth

Salford’s planned housing developments are at different stages in their Local Plan processes 
with some housing developments currently underway. The Strategic Housing Land 
Availability Assessment (SHLAA) table below shows the net additional dwellings 2018-23 
and 2023-28 with estimate of associated primary pupil yield (derived from Housing and 
Employment Land Availability Assessment, December 2018). Currently the potential yield 
from new housing is calculated at primary age level. This is because historically children 
arriving from new housing developements tend to be of primary age rather than secondary.
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Summary of Primary School Potential Requirements - Potential Form of Entry 
Requirement from the table below identified by 2028

Secondary Planning Areas SHLAA 
Yield 
2018-
23

SHLAA 
Yield 
2023-28

Total 
SHLAA 
Yield 
2018-28

Total Potential FE 
equivalent 
required 2018-28

1. Little Hulton &  Walkden 124 85 209 1FE
2. Boothstown, Worsley & 
    Ellenbrook

164 76 243 1.5FE

3. Irlam & Cadishead 4 50 54 0.5FE
4. North Swinton 5 29 34 0
5. Swinton South 3 8 11 0
6. North Eccles 24 32 56 0.5FE
7. South Eccles 79 25 104 0.5FE
8. Claremont 40 3 43 0.5FE
9. Weaste & Seedley 116 100 216 1.5FE
10. Broughton & Kersal 228 211 439 2.5FE
11. Ordsall 151 184 335 2FE
12. Border 6 9 15 0
Total 947 812 1759 10.5FE

All the above information is as snap shot in time and is a tool to help manage the Demand 
Risk for pupil place planning in Salford moving forward. Whilst we can use the Forecast, 
yield and projections this will need to be continually monitored to expose trends and changes 
and to ensure that we react and plan for sufficient capacity at the time of need prior to 
committing funding.  This may involve various options. (E.g. land banking in line with the 
timescales). The (SHLAA) Information is based on pupil yield assumptions. These are 0.29 
per house citywide, 0.01 per apartment in PPA 11 (Ordsall) and 0.07 per apartment outside 
of PPA11. 

The 2017 based assessment used 0.35 per house citywide, 0.01 per apartment in PPA11 
and 0.07 per apartment outside of PPA11.  The trend for yield therefore is downwards for 
house and remains the same for apartments.  

Cross Boundary Movement 

Salford borders a number of other Authorities (Manchester, Bury, Trafford, Wigan, 
Warrington and Bolton) meaning that some families living In Salford, may take the decision 
to apply for schooling at neighboring authorities, and vice versa, although the net import 
tends to be less. At primary level, imports and exports of pupils broadly balance, whereas for 
secondary we tend to be the net exporter. Based on 2019 intake data the current figure at 
primary level is 3.2% and 13.3% for Secondary. For special education, Salford is also a net 
exporter of approx. 5% of the special school population.

Greater Manchester pupil place planning colleagues work closely and data around forecasts, 
housing and plans for future expansions are shared in order to assist with local planning. 
The major risk now relates to the ongoing and increasing pressure from migration and 
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housing.  Although we test and develop a yield as an average for the City, it remains very 
difficult to map with accuracy the impact that from neighbouring authorities.  

7. Methodology

Pupil Forecasts

The purpose of forecasting pupil numbers is to satisfy statutory obligations to meet Basic 
Need (demand for additional school places) and to allow Authorities to plan the need for the 
city.

Local authorities have a duty under section 14 of the Education Act 1996 to secure that 
sufficient schools are available for their area to provide primary and secondary education. 
Each year the Department for Education collects information on school places from local 
authorities as part of the annual School Capacity Collection (SCAP) 

The information gathered from the SCAP collection is used to monitor the provision of 
places nationally, assess current and future shortfalls in school capacity and to inform the 
calculation of basic need capital allocations to support new pupil places. The data also 
informs the locations and sizes of new schools, or school expansions, provided through 
centrally funded capital programmes. 

Basic Need Score Card

The data gathered from SCAP collection forms the DfE, Basic Need scorecard. The 
scorecard provides a snapshot of school places and the progress towards ensuring there 
are sufficient good school places in each local authority area across England. The 
scorecard shows how many places have been delivered or are planned to be delivered, 
and provides information about the quality of the places delivered for the academic year, 
they also show forecasting accuracy of local authorities, how well parental preference is 
met and the cost of providing places. Please see link below showing local authorities 
latest score card for both primary and secondary and supporting guidance.

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/local-authority-school-places-scorecards-2018

School Planning Areas

Effective pupil place planning is a fundamental element of the local authority’s role as 
strategic commissioner of good school places. It is under-pinned by the use of local area 
knowledge and data to identify any early warning signs of insufficient numbers of school 
places in specific parts of the authority. 

The basic unit of this local knowledge is the `pupil planning area’ which means an area 
within the local authority which is used by that authority for the purposes of assessing 
current and future pupil demand for school place provision. In Salford there are 12 primary 
planning areas and 3 secondary planning areas.

The responsibility for proposing and designing pupil planning area structures sits with the 
Local Authority to reflect local circumstances. However, proposals to structurally change or 
create planning areas for use in the SCAP data collection process may require approval 
from the department.

The following tables, based on SCAP data pupil planning area analysis, show the average 
number of primary and secondary pupil planning areas in unitary and non-unitary local 
authorities apportioned by the number of schools in the authority. It is anticipated that any 
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future changes to local authorities’ pupil planning area structures would not exceed the 
average number of planning areas applicable to the size of that local authority. Proposed re-
structures may not be approved even if they are comparable to the averages outlined below 
- requests will be considered on a case by case basis and a decision whether to approve the 
changes will be made based on the evidence provided by the local authority for that 
individual case. 

Average number of primary pupil planning areas by number of primary schools

Average Numbers of 
Planning Areas Unitary

Average Numbers of 
Planning Areas Non-Unitary

LAs with between 1 and 
49 primary schools

5 -

LAs with between 50 and 74 
primary schools 

7 -

LAs with between 75 and 99 
primary schools 

10 -

LAs with between 100 and 
149 primary schools 

18 -

LAs with between 150 and 
199 primary schools 

23 26

LAs with between 200 and 
299 primary schools 

36 41

LAs with between 300 and 
399 primary schools 

54 64

LAs with 400 or more 
primary schools 

80 83

Average number of secondary pupil planning areas by number of secondary schools

Average Numbers of 
Planning Areas Unitary

Average Numbers of 
Planning Areas Non-Unitary

LAs with between 10 
schools or less

2 -

LAs with between 10 and 19 
secondary schools 

4 -

LAs with between 20 and 39 
secondary schools 

8 16

LAs with between 40 and 59 
secondary schools 

18 21

LAs with 60 or more 
secondary schools 

18 22
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Salford’s Methodology Data

In addition to submitting pupil forecasts data, Local Authorities are also required to submit 
details of their methodology. 

Data sets included in Salford’s forecasts model:

  GP data 
  Live birth data
  Admissions data 
  ONS population
  Forecast data PLASC data

The forecasts for each planning area also give the option of using the Salford average 
cohort change, or the average cohort change for that particular planning area.  It is also 
possible to factor in potential increases in pupil numbers due to new houses being built in 
the area by adding an estimated crude percentage for the potential increase created by 
the housing development to each planning area.

As it is impossible to predict when a new housing development may generate additional 
children, the age of the child or type of school, for pupil forecast purposes the potential 
pupil yield from new housing is not included in the pupil forecast data. It does however act 
as a valuable tool when managing the risk and planning on how to meet potential demand 
from new housing going forward.

8. Funding for Growth

Government funding for school places is mainly through annual "Basic Need" allocations. 
These are based on data collected from local authorities in the annual School Capacity 
Survey (SCAP). This collects information on the capacities of schools in each planning 
area and local authorities' forecasts of pupil numbers for several years ahead. Special 
schools are not included. Capital funding for the basic need for new pupil places in all 
government-funded schools (including academies) is allocated to local authorities 
according to the relative need for new places, based on forecast data provided by 
authorities. In deciding where to use basic need funding to provide additional places, local 
authorities are expected to consider fairly both their maintained schools and local 
academies, and where the additional places will be of greatest benefit to their children. 
Available Funding will therefore play a major factor in determining preferred solutions 
going forward. 

Academies can also submit bids to the DfE Condition Improvement Fund (CIF). Whilst the 
core priority for CIF is to address significant condition need of the building, CIF also 
supports a small proportion of expansions. New academies created through applications 
directly to the DfE - "wave" free schools – can attract additional funding towards ensuring 
sufficient school places, but this funding would be expected to result in reduced Basic 
Need funding in the longer term, as a result of the additional capacity they provide.

S106 monies 

The Local Authority is consulted on all significant housing developments, and advises on the 
likely impact on local schools using the pupil yield calculation (detailed in the summary of 
primary school potential requirements table at section 6 of this plan) Typically, this will 
include seeking financial contributions towards the cost of expanding local schools, if there 
are not expected to be sufficient places available.
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The city council projects forward the number of pupils that will require places in future years 
with significant accuracy. New housing development will clearly generate an additional 
requirement for pupil places over and above the city council’s pupil projections. There has 
been (and may continue to be) the need to expand the city’s primary school estate in order 
to accommodate the requirement for pupil places that new housing development will 
generate. It is therefore appropriate that new housing development contributes towards the 
requirement for additional pupil places on a proportionate basis.

The city council does not have a Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) charging schedule in 
place. However, the city council’s adopted Planning Obligations Supplementary Planning 
Document (SPD) from 2015 requires a contribution towards education from most new 
housing developments through section 106 agreements (s106). S106 agreements can only 
be required if they are:

 Necessary to make the development acceptable in planning terms;
 Directly related to the development;
 Fairly and reasonably related in scale and kind to the development.

Contributions are not sought from smaller schemes of less than 11 dwellings, whilst 
contributions are not sought in relation to dwellings in the form of apartments given that the 
pupil yield from such dwellings is minimal. Contributions are also not sought from 1 bed 
houses as they do not typically result in a primary pupil yield, given that they do not allow for 
separate sleeping accommodation for a parent and child.

In applying the policies of the SPD, the city council seeks to minimise the capital cost to 
developers as far as practicable, by seeking to expand existing schools in the first instance, 
and by utilising the city council’s land assets to accommodate additional school facilities or 
new schools where necessary. To calculate the required contribution the city council applies 
a formula-based approach to calculate the financial contribution towards education provision 
that will be sought from new housing development. This is calculated on the basis of the 
following calculation: Financial contribution per house = primary pupil yield factor x cost per 
primary pupil place.

There are however certain instances where there is no scope to expand existing schools 
within an area, and there are no suitable alternatives available to the city council to create 
additional places within an area. In these circumstances, the city council will enter into 
negotiation with the developer in order to ensure that appropriate provision for the pupil 
place requirement that will arise from the development can be made. This may require the 
developer to set aside land to accommodate a school. Where a development would result in 
a material increase in the requirement for additional pupil places but the developer fails to 
make appropriate provision, this would justify the refusal of planning permission.

9. Salford’s Decision Making Criteria 

As part of the revised Pupil Place Strategy adopted in 2012, Members approved the 
establishment of a ‘Mayoral Working Party’ to provide political leadership for this key area of 
work. 

The Mayoral Working Party meet regularly to review pupil forecast and to consider the 
proposals which will be taken forward, including the options appraisal of re-use of surplus sites 
and buildings. The Mayoral Working Party will report to the Mayoral Team. 
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The Local Authorities plan for growth will be delivered in line with the agreed and adopted 
school place provision programme. As forecasts fluctuate over time and to also ensure 
affordability for delivery of schemes, the programme will be split into short, medium and long 
term:

Short Term - identify options of quick fix solutions that can be used for bulge classes of 
small scale uplift in PAN .i.e. solutions such as re-using community space, third party use, 
and specialist areas to provide core teaching accommodation and extend the building via 
physical expansions.  

Medium Term & Long Term - review the potential re-use of surplus buildings and sites, use of 
other educational accommodation and construction solutions to enable larger scale building 
extensions.

In many cases, expanding existing schools can create additional capacity more quickly 
than building new schools, and at a lower cost. Extensions of existing schools can also 
provide opportunities for added value through addressing existing accommodation issues 
and increasing the financial sustainability of schools.

When choosing which school should expand, a number of decision-making criteria will be 
considered, including:

 Physical capacity and options for uplift on existing sites – this may include 
adjacent land/sites required to allow for further uplift.

 Location - dot map data of pupil’s residency to identify most central location that 
would meet demand within a planning area. Consideration relating to any new 
major housing developments will also be factored in.

 Parental Preference – Local Authorities have a statutory duty to comply with 
preference and are measured on the level of preference being met annually. If 
there is more than one option available across a planning area, then preferences 
would be included as part of the decision making process, although will not 
necessarily be the deciding factor.

 Growth and demand across various sectors .i.e. faith schools 
 Affordability – funding availability and associated costs will play a part in 

determining preferred schemes if there is more than one option.
 Current government legislation - The Local Authority would avoid permanent 

expansion of schools that do not have an overall rating of good or outstanding, 
unless there was no other option and there was a strong case that expansion 
would help raise standards. 

 Willingness and buy in from Schools, GB and Multi Academy Trusts.
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11. Pupil Forecast Data 

The tables below shows current pupil forecast data for both primary and secondary 
school planning areas.

Primary forecasts

Area 1 - Little Hulton & Walkden 12 Schools in  area

Year PAN Forecast - Reception  +/- % -/+  -/+ Places per school
2019/20 505 435 70 14% 6
2020/21 505 417 88 17% 7
2021/22 505 456 49 10% 4
2022/23 505 460 45 9% 4
2023/24 505 463 42 8% 4

      

Area 2 - Boothstown & Worsley 7 Schools in area

Year PAN Forecast - Reception  +/- % -/+  -/+ Places per school
2019/20 360 341 19 5% 3
2020/21 360 367 -7 -2% -1
2021/22 360 359 1 0% 0
2022/23 360 360 0 0% 0
2023/24 360 362 -2 -1% 0

Area 3 - Irlam & Cadishead 7 Schools in area

Year PAN Forecast - Reception  +/- % -/+  -/+ Places per school
2019/20 289 270 19 7% 3
2020/21 289 258 31 11% 4
2021/22 289 270 19 7% 3
2022/23 289 269 20 7% 3
2023/24 289 269 20 7% 3
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Area 4- North Swinton 5 Schools in area

Year PAN Forecast - Reception  +/- % -/+  -/+ Places per school
2019/20 195 172 23 12% 5
2020/21 195 174 21 11% 4
2021/22 195 173 22 11% 4
2022/23 195 172 23 12% 5
2023/24 195 171 24 12% 5

      

Area 5 - South Swinton 5 Schools in  area

Year PAN Forecast - Reception  +/- % -/+  -/+ Places per school
2019/20 240 227 13 5% 3
2020/21 240 197 43 18% 9
2021/22 240 217 23 10% 5
2022/23 240 219 21 9% 4
2023/24 240 221 19 8% 4

      

Area 6 - North Eccles 4 Schools in area

Year PAN Forecast - Reception  +/- % -/+  -/+ Places per school
2019/20 180 143 37 21% 9
2020/21 180 174 6 3% 2
2021/22 180 164 16 9% 4
2022/23 180 163 17 9% 4
2023/24 180 162 18 10% 5

Area 7 - South Eccles 8 Schools in area

Year PAN Forecast - Reception  +/- % -/+  -/+ Places per school
2019/20 315 300 15 5% 2
2020/21 315 291 24 8% 3
2021/22 315 312 3 1% 0
2022/23 315 317 -2 -1% 0
2023/24 315 322 -7 -2% -1
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Area 8 - Claremont 5 Schools in  area

Year PAN Forecast - Reception  +/- % -/+  -/+ Places per school
2019/20 330 317 13 4% 3
2020/21 330 323 7 2% 1
2021/22 330 320 10 3% 2
2022/23 330 324 6 2% 1
2023/24 330 329 1 0% 0

      

Area 9 - Weaste & Langworthy 5 Schools in area

Year PAN Forecast - Reception  +/- % -/+  -/+ Places per school
2019/20 270 224 46 17% 9
2020/21 270 232 38 14% 8
2021/22 270 258 12 4% 2
2022/23 270 264 6 2% 1
2023/24 270 270 0 0% 0

      

Area 10 - Broughton & Kersal 7 Schools in area

Year PAN Forecast - Reception  +/- % -/+  -/+ Places per school
2019/20 270 248 22 8.1% 3
2020/21 270 216 54 20.0% 8
2021/22 270 246 24 8.9% 3
2022/23 270 248 22 8.1% 3
2023/24 270 250 20 7.4% 3

      

Area 11 - Ordsall 4 Schools in area

Year PAN Forecast - Reception  +/- % -/+  -/+ Places per school
2019/20 142 122 20 14% 5
2020/21 142 127 15 11% 4
2021/22 142 143 -1 -1% 0
2022/23 142 148 -6 -4% -2
2023/24 142 152 -10 -7% -3
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Area 12 - Border 5 Schools in  area

Year PAN Forecast - Reception  +/- % -/+  -/+ Places per school
2019/20 285 212 73 26% 15
2020/21 285 213 72 25% 14
2021/22 285 230 55 19% 11
2022/23 285 240 45 16% 9
2023/24 285 250 35 12% 7
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Secondary forecasts 

Area 101 -  Little Hulton, Swinton & 
Walkden

5 Schools in area

Year PAN Forecast - Year 7  +/- % -/+  -/+ places per school
2019/20 1145 1136 9 1% 2
2020/21 1145 1143 2 0% 0
2021/22 1145 1151 -6 -1% -1
2022/23 1145 1198 -53 -5% -11
2023/24 1145 1249 -104 -9% -21
2024/25 1145 1235 -90 -8% -18
2025/26 1145 1234 -89 -8% -18

      

Area 102 - Eccles, Irlam & Cadishead 4 Schools in area

Year PAN Forecast - Year 7  +/- % -/+  -/+ places per school
2019/20 660 662 -2 0% -1
2020/21 660 666 -6 -1% -2
2021/22 660 670 -10 -2% -3
2022/23 660 698 -38 -6% -10
2023/24 660 727 -67 -10% -17
2024/25 660 719 -59 -9% -15
2025/26 660 719 -59 -9% -15

      

Area 103 - Central & Border area 5 Schools in  area

Year PAN Forecast - Year 7  +/- % -/+  -/+ places per school
2019/20 715 658 57 8% 11
2020/21 715 662 53 7% 11
2021/22 715 667 48 7% 10
2022/23 715 694 21 3% 4
2023/24 715 723 -8 -1% -2
2024/25 715 715 0 0% 0
2025/26 715 715 0 0% 0


